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In what Manner, it is apprehended, that the 
Trade and Manufactures of Britain may 
be affected by ſome late Reſtrictions on 
the American Commerce, and by the 
Operation of the Act for the Stamp Duty 
in America; as alſo how far the Freedom 
and Liberty of the Subjects reſiding in 
Britain, are ſuppoſed to be intereſted in 
the Preſervation of the Rights of the Pro- 
vinces, and in what Manner thoſe Rights 
appear to be abridged by that Statute. 
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* GENTLEMEN, 

R HE Attention you have been 
7 T oh pleaſed to beſtow on the Affairs 
N Fs of America, induces me to think, 
TA that you will not be diſpleaſed at 
a few Remarks on the Nature of its Com- 
merce, and the Manner in which it may 
be affected by ſome late Reſtrictions, and 
by the Act for the Stamp-Duty, if that Act 
be carried into Execution. 


Your Knowledge, Gentlemen, of the 
Trade of that Part of the World, renders a 
minute Examination into its ſeveral Branches 
altogether unneceſſary; I ſhall therefore only 
make a general Remark or two, on the 
Article of the American Trade, under its 
preſent Limitations, and then offer a few 
+ Conſiderations on the Stamp Act, to ſhew 
ö A 2 how 
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how the Trade and Manufactures of Britain, fat 
may be affected thereby, and in what man- mu 
ner the American Rights may be immedi- to ! 
ately, and thoſe of Britain conſequentially, 

be abridged by the Operation of that Act. 


With Regard to the Article of Trade, I 
have no Doubt, that it will be readily al- 
low'd, that the whole Produce of North 
America, ſuitable for the Britiſb Market, 1 
notwithſtanding the Tobacco, Naval Stores, M.. 
and Rice, from Maryland, Virginia, and Pr 
the two Carolinas, does not amount to a M 
Sum ſufficient to pay for the Merchandizes in 
and Manufactures of Britain, for which the o 
People there have Occafion. It is, I appre- th. 
hend, not leſs certain, that our own Iſlands m 
in the Velt-Indies, have not Occaſion for ſu 
ſo much of the North American Produce, as th 
will pay for the Rum, Sugar, and Molaſſes, b) 
neceſſary for the Fiſheries, and for the Uſe CC 
of the Continent ; from which it evidently in 
follows, that unleſs the parliamentary Re. ©l 
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ö ſtrictions are removed, and the North Ame- 
| rican Trade enlarged, by the Permiſſion 
1 of a Circuity of Commerce, whereby 
the Merchants may be enabled to make 
their Remittances to England, the Expor- 


tation 
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uon of Britiſh Manufactures to America, 


muſt decreaſe, and the Americans be obliged 
to ſet up Manufactories of their own. 


With Regard to the Act for the Stamp 


Duty, the large Balance now due from the 


Provinces in North America to Britain, and 
the conſtant Balance of Trade, which mult 


be always againſt them, from the continual 
Demand for larger Quantities of Br:7:/þ 
Merchandizes and Manufactures, than the 
Produce of the North American Colonies 
will amount to in the Britiſb Markets, are 
inconteſtable Proofs, that whatever Sum be 
collected under that Law, and remitted to 
the Exchequer, will be a Diminution of fo 
much that otherwiſe would be remitted, for 
ſuch Merchandizes and Manufactures: and 
thus far will they be immediately affected 
by its Operations: How far they may be 
conſequentially injured by its being carried 
into Execution, in”Prejudice of the Rights 
of the American Subjects, cannot be deter- 
mined with certainty; though as Liberty is 
the grand Incentive to Induſtry and Com- 
Perce, it may be ſuppoſed, that a Decay of 

oth, would enſue the Loſs of it; and as 

he Trade and Manufactures of Britain will 


always 


61 * 
always be more or leſs enlarged and bene 4 
fited by the Induſtry and Commerce 
America, any Law by which the latter ar: fir 
diſcouraged, muſt in ſome Degree be detri eve 
mental to the former. Br: 
W. 

If the People of Britain, in Regard tc Re 
Trade and Manufactures, are intereſted in 
the Preſervation of the Rights of America, | 
apprehend, that they are not leſs ſo, in Reſ. x 
pect to their own Privileges ; in as much a: 1 
that any Law, whereby the American Right: Ri 
ſhould be ſubverted, muſt evidently in it fer 
Conſequence, affect the Liberty of the Sub f 


* 


ject at Home, in that it will greatly leſſen 
its Eſtimation, by locating it to the Ifland of 
Britain only. A Briton, born in Freedom, off 
and educated in the Principles of Liberty @ 
would think, that Liberty cloged with a diſ ai 
agreeable Condition, were it to be forfeitec VO 
for going out of the Iſland of Britain; and fol 
that if ever Conveniegcy or Inclination, © 
ſhould induce him to migrate with his Fa- B. 
mily into any diſtant Part of the Briſiſb Do- * 
minions, he muſt, for himſelf and Poſterity, 


exchange Fieedom for Slavery. 


ene 171 

e of © On the other Hand, it muſt give Plea- 

art "i to a generous Mind, to reflect, that in 

letri every Part of Britiſh Territory, not only 
Britons, but others, labouring under the 
Weight of Ty ranny, may find a Place of 


d tc Refuge, 

d in 

'a, | That the Intereſt of the Subjects, who at 
Reſ. pteſent reſide in Britain, is in many Re- 
h a ſpects concern d in the Preſervation of the 


ght Riehts of America, appears in fo many dif- 
1 it: fegent Lights, that I cannot think it can 
Sub- ape the general Obſervation. 

fſer 

do Should Liberty at any Time hereafter be 
om. offended at the ill Treatment ſhe may re- 
erty CEive, forſake the Place of her long and 
dif. Aitient Reſidence, and quit her once fa- 
ited vourite Ifle, it would at leaſt be ſome Con- 
anc folation to her afflicted Sons, to know where 


ion, © find her in ſome other Clime, where 

Fa. Briti/h Freedom had not been violated. 

Do- © 

rity, I cannot help obſerving, Gentlemen, 
whilſt on this Article, that the Privation of 

American Privileges, would not only dimi- 


On mh the Extent of thoſe of Britain, but 


1 


ight alſo be regarded as a retrenching 
Eventually, 
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Eventually, in Part the Security for _ $ c 


Parmanency. 


Should an aſpiring Miniſter, at any Time i 
full Career of extending his own Power, be 


yond all legal Limits, and eſtabliſhing law: 
leſs Domination, by ſubverting the Libertic 
cf his Country, perceive, that the reigning Vir. 
tue of the Nation afforded him no Hopes o 


Succeſs, by Means of Bribery Or Corruption ? 


and attempt to avail himſelf of Force an 


ö Violence, it is not likely he would begin at - 


Home. As no General would think ol. 
making an Aſſault on a Citadel, before the \ 
Outworks were ſecured, ſo neither would 


ſuch a Miniſter, if he had common Pru- | 
dence, meditate an Attack on the el . 


Body, before he had ſeparated or rendered 
uſcleſs, the different Members of the State. 
He might diſcover the Reaſonableneſs and 
Utility of the Advice lately given by Paciſicus, 
of ſending Troops to America, and putting 
the People under Military Government, 
and probably the Plan of Operations againſt 
- Britiſh Liberty might there be firſt exe- 


cuted : Slavery being once ſecurely fixed in 


the Colonies, the. Miniſter might readily 
diſcover the Conveniency of raiſing an Army 
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Por the conquer d Americans, woe opening and 
E on a Campaign in Vreland: Liberty 
effectually ſubdued there, the Tranſition to 
HSrcocland would be eaſy; thence to England, 
| though more difficult, perhaps not imprac- 


pe 

Whether an ambitious Miniſter, who at 
oy Time ſhould be hardy enou gh to at- 
tempt the eſtabliſhing Tyranny in Britain, 
would purſue exactly ſuch a Plan as this, 
or whatever other Meaſures he might take, 
believe it appears, that the Rights of Ame- 
rica may be regarded as a Barrier of Britiſh 

Liberty, which will always be of greater or 
leſſer Importance to Britain, as the Colonies 
Increaſe or decline. | 

* However, whether thoſe Rights of the 
Colonies are infringed or not by the Act in 
Queſtion, will be beſt judged of, by conſi- 

dering its Compatibility or Incompatibility 

7 with them. 


The Provinces claim an excluſive Power 
of making Laws for their internal Polity and 


+ Government, by Virtue of their Charters, 


and think as Britiſp Subjects, they cannot 
B of 
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of Right be taxed by a Legiſlature, i in which 
they are not repreſented, 


As to their Charters, it has been ſuppoſed 
by ſome, that they contain Privileges which 
could not legally have been granted, and 
therefore are in themſelves void ; but I have 
met with nothing like Argument or Reaſon 
to ſupport that Opinion, which if eſtabliſhed, 
would not only be greatly detrimental to the 
Revenues of the Crown, but by rendering 
invalid the Acts of Government, under 
thoſe Charters, would place the Officers in 
the Eye of the Law, in the Light of Public 
Oppreſſors, and throw the People into A- 
narchy. The Patents granted for Lands by 
Virtue of void Charters, could haye no legal 
\ Efficacy, neither could the Clauſes in ſuch 
Patents, reſerving Quit-Rents, be binding 
on the Patentees ; that whatever Right the 
Frecholders might, from long Poſſeſſion and 
Occupancy have to their Lands, they could 


not be compellable by Law to the Payment © 


of Quit-Rents, in Conſequence of any Re- 
ſervation in void Patents : With Reſpect to 
the Officers, were this Opinion to obtain, 
they, for whatever they have done under 
ſuch void Charters, though ignorant of their 
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Invalidity, At 1 


ch b: [ 11 
I tavatidity, in legal judgment muſt be re- 
garded as Malefactors, for Ignorantia Juris 


non excuſat,, However, the Validity of thoſe 
ch Charters is too well eſtabliſhed, by long and 
nd | uninterrupted Uſage, to admit of an Appre- 
VE Hhenfion that their Legality will be drawn in 
70 Queſtion, having met with the Approbation 
= of eyery Adminiſtration ſince they were re- 


ppectively granted, as well before as ſince 
8 the Revolution, till in the Time of the late 
- Miniſtry, when the Act was formed and 


* paſſed for taxing the Colonies, and ſubjecting 
1 the People to Trials without Jury. 
39 The Colony Charters have however not 


only been attacked by ſome on Pretence of 
h heir Nullity, as has been already related, 
18 but others have thought it convenient to 
Tad wur to undermine and leſſen their 
Importance, by pretending that though not 

Id & totally void, they ought not to have the 
nt + Conſtruction, which ſeems neceſſarily to re- 
C- ſüult from the Letter of them, for that not- 
o withſtanding the Privileges therein expreſ- 
ſed to be granted, it was the Intention of 
wag 6 the Government in ſettling the Colonies, 
that they ſhould always remain ſubject to 

4 Al 1 the Regulations of Parliament, in all Cafes 


=: if without 
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without Diſtinction; but as there is no 
publick Act or Record, by which it ap- 
pears that there was any ſecret or mental 
Reſervation, whereby to defeat any of the 
Privileges or Immunities expreſsly or by ne- 
ceſſary Implication granted by thoſe Char- 
ters, it ſeems moſt probable, as well as 
moſt for the Honour of Government, to 
ſuppoſe that there was none ; I there- 
fore apprehend, that they, like other Royal 
Grants, will be conſtrued in the moſt ample 
and beneficial Manner, for the Advantage 
of the Subject, and if fo, I believe it will 
be thought, that the Power thereby grant- 
ed to the Colonies, as to their internal Con- 
cerns, amounts to an Excluſion of any other 
Legiſlation. Indeed this Opinion ſeems ne- 
ceſfarily to reſult from the manifeſt Incon- 
venience that would ariſe from a different 
* Conſtruction ; for ſhould the Parliament, as 
well as the Aſſemblies, make Laws for the 
internal Government of the Provinces, the 
Subject never could know what was Law, 
although it is what every Man is to know at 
his Peril, This inſurmountable Difficulty 
will appear, when it is conſidered, that in 
the intermediate Time between the Enact- 
ment 


[ 13 ] 
Sent of a Statute in England, and its getting 
o America, Acts of Aſſembly might be 
paſſed, directing Duties and inflicting Pe- 
; alties, inconſiſtent with thoſe contained in 
| Such Statute, that the People never could 
pe certain that they were not violating ſome 
Act of Parliament, whilſt they were obeying 
the Directions of an Act of Aﬀembly ; nor 
ory the Judges be leſs embarraſſed in the 
| Diſcharge of their Functions, from the Dif- 
*Fculty of Cafes which might ariſe from ſuch 
Duplicity of Legiftation. With Regard to 
he Acts of Navigation, the Caſe is altoge- 
ther different, and no ſuch Inconvenience 
can happen. The Officers of the Ports 
Have no other Rule for their Conduct, than 
thoſe Acts, and the Inſtructions of the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, warranted by 
them. The Aſſembly therefore having no 
Right to direct them in their Duty, no 
Inertitude or Ambiguity can ariſe from the 
| Exerciſe of Parliamentary Legiſlation, rela- 
tive to the Cuſtoms and Ports; wherefore, 
Whatever the Colonies have ſuffered in their 
Commerce from ſome Acts of Trade, they 


Mave never pretended that their Rights were 
Fines by them, 


However 
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However, to ſupport this Opinion, R i 
the Colony Charters are not to be conſtrue 
in the moſt beneficial Manner for the Subjed N 
but in a Senſe more confined and n. th 
than that which is neceſfarily implied fron 1 
the Letter. Arguments have been dra; Mt 
from the Method of colonizing uſed by th del 
French, Spamards, &c. and the Servitude « 
Colonies under abſolute Governments, h: 
given Riſe to a new kind of Logic, invents © 
for the commendable Purpoſe of demor 
ſtrating the  Reaſonableneſs and Juſtice Io 
reducing to a ſimilar Condition, the Col. 
nies of perhaps, the only free Governme: 
in Europe. It has been pretended, that th 
Colonies of theſe arbitrary States, and tho! BY 


of Britain, were all ſettled on the Model 2 
e 


Roman Colonies: And the Opinions 
Puffenderf, and others, who have treated « VE 
the Power of the Roman Government ov: 
her Colonies, have been thought eflential if 
diſcuſſing a Queſtion relative to the: America 
| Provinces, and from Inferences drawn fro: 
thoſe Opinions, it has been ſuppoſed, th: 
the Provinces, in all Caſes, without Excep 7 
tion, are to be bound by Laws made by th kl 
Mother Country. Thoſe who reaſon in thi by, 
Manner, certainly cannot ſhew that all thc! 7 

State 2 


8 15 | 

Mies, or any of them, in ſettling their Co- 
Hie, regarded the Roman Plan, as a Mo- 
neceſſarily to be followed, and whatever 
Smilitude of Circumſtances there may be in 
the manner of governing the Colonies of 
Munce and Spain, with thoſe of Rome, it does 
nt ariſe from their having choſen their Mo- 


ti: 
rue 
Jed 
Utter 
fron 


[it Y nes Rome, but from their being abſolute 
le : That the Colonies of the French, 


L y Ay Gc. do not enjoy Liberty, is not 
e BEcauſe it was not enjoy'd by the Roman 
e Gblonies, more than that the Freedom en- 
= 4  Joyed by Britiſb Colonies, is to be attributed 
ig the Freedom enjoyed by thoſe of Greece. 
The Liberty enjoyed by Coloniſts, or the 
vn Slavery under which they are held, does 
hot Bot depend on Greecian or Roman Prece- 
a1; dents, but on the Freedom or Deſpotiſm of 
. , the States under whoſe Government they 
& 4 are: Colonies ſettled under an abſolute Go- 
vernment, will neceſſarily be Slaves, and 
there is no Occaſion for going to Rome to 
find the Reaſon why they are ſo, nor is 
there a Neceſſity for travelling to Greece, to 
* learn why Freedom is enjoyed by a Colony 
which is the Offspring of a Free Govern- 
** 


he : a | Should 
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Should the e metend to an equ 
Power with the Mother Country, becaui# 
Thucydides and other Authors have ſai 
ſpeaking of the Greecian Colonies, ani the! 
Equality with the Mother State of Gres 
e Pare Jure demittuntur,” and ſhould the 
from ſuch Authorities, aſſert that they hav.# 
no Dependance on, or Community wit: 
Britain, farther than a'Reverentia Matriciou: © ; 
ſuch Language would be as abſurd as tres # 
ſonable, and yet I believe there will appe: ® 
as little Propriety in entering into the Learn L 
ing, reſpecting the Power of Rome over he 1 
Colonies, in arguing a Matter relative 1 
the Subjection of thoſe of Britain to 1 0 1 
Britiſh Government, as there would be: 
conning over the Political Hiſtory of Gre: 
and her Colonies, to ſhew that the Brit, 
Colonies ought to enjoy Freedom. 


The Truth is that no Arguments draw 
from Greecian Colonies, nor from thoſe « 
Rome, France, Spain, or any other Arbitrar | 
Government,can influence in a Queſtion con / 
cerning Britiſh Liberty; the citing a Nun 
ber of Foreign Caſes from Foreign Auth 
in ſuch Caſe, muſt appear all Parade an 
Flouriſh, as it will certainly be found, thi 3 


non > 
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none of them can be applicable, and that 
the Duty of Subjection of the Britiſb Colo- 
| nies, to the Government and the Nature of 
ce; Britiſh Freedom, can only be learned from 
the the Laws and Principles of the Britiſb Con- 
hau 4 ſtitution; and by an Enquiry into the Nature 
wit. Jof the particular Immunities granted them 
jou; by Charter. 


qui 
aufe 
faid 2 F: 
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There has been indeed an Argument 
A againſt the excluſive Right claim'd by the 
al Americans, drawn from the Act of Parlia- 
ment made relative to the Manufacture of 
e ii Hats in America; this Act has been ſuppoſed 


f to be a Precedent which takes away the Pre- 


has been ſaid to regulate internal Matters 
ah. in them, and equally with the Stamp Act, 
to affect the Privileges now claim'd by 
the Provinces. If the Colonies ought not 


* of Right to be bound internally by Laws in 
51 the making of which they have no Part, the 
1 — ſhewing that this Right has been overlooked 


in one, twe, or more Inſtances, by no 
Means evinces that ſuch Right is thereby loſt 
or forfeited, but might rather be a Foun- 
ation for an Application for a Repeal of any 
Statute which has heretofore interfered there- 
C with, 
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© tenſion of ſuch Right in the Colonies, as it 


(18 ] 1 
with, than drawn into Precedent to preclude 
them from an Application for the Repeal of 

one, in which their Liberty is more efſen- 
tially intereſted. If the Americans, not per- ö 
ceiving any great Inconveniency from the 
Act concerning the Manufacture of Hats. 
regarded it as a Law made ſolely for the 
Eneouragement of the Hat Manufactory in 
England, and to prevent the Exportation of 
Hats from America, which the Preamble of < 
that Statute clearly imports ; and ſeeing it 
in this Light, did not apply for a Repeal of 
it, no Inference can be drawn from their 
Acquieſcence, that can bar any Right they 
before had, which was of ſuch Nature, that 
it could not be taken from them without 
their Conſent. 


However I beheve it will clearly appear, 
that that Act was not intended to affect the 
American Rights, but ſolely for the Encou- 
ragement of the Hat Manufactory in Eng- 
land, and for that End to prevent the Ex- 
portation of Hats from the Ports of America, 
which might interfere with that Branch of 
Commerce in Britain; and if fo, no Pa- 
rallel can be drawn between that Statute, 
and the Stamp Act, which in no Reſpect 
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| of 'F ppears to haye been deſigned for the En- 
n- couragement of Britiſh Manufactures, nor 
er- o regulate American Exportations, which 
he Stherwiſe might interfere therewith ; but 
ts, ſtands fingly by itſelf, with Reſpect to the 


of conſidered in the diſcuſſing a Queſtion to 
it which that Act ſolely gave riſe. _ 


hend to be neceſſary to ſhew the Imbeci- 
lity of Arguments againſt Britiſb Provincial 
ut Liberty, drawn from the Regulations of 


Governments founded in Tyranny, and an- 
fwered the Objection to the Rights of the 


it 

of on 

ir Wherefore having offered what I appre- 
ey 

at 


15 Colonies drawn from the Act relative to the 
je Manufacture of Hats in America. 

N | | 

- - TI ſhall now proceed to conſider thoſe 


Rights as founded on the general Principles 
7, of the Britiſb Conſtitution, and ſuch Objec- 
f tions to them, as have been thought to have 
been derived from the ſame Principles. The 
„ Privilege claimed by the Coloniſts then, is as 
T already has been intimated, that of not being 
rs do be taxed or bound by Laws made reſpect- 

| C 2 ing 
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ing their internal Polity, by a Legiſlature in 
which they are not repreſented. As this 
Claim ſeems founded on the natural Rights 
of Mankind, interwoven in the Genius and 
Principles of the Br:i#/h Conſtitution ; and 
as no People can with the leaſt Degree of 
Propriety be ſaid to be free, who have not 
a Part in making the Laws by which they 
are governed : It has been thought proper 
to endeavour to reconcile the Stamp Act 
with thoſe Rights, on the Suppoſition of a 
virtual Repreſentation of the Provinces in 
Parliament, which ſome have alledged to 
be by the Members of Parliament choſen 
in Britain, and others by the provincial 
Agents. 


When the Word virtually was introduced 


to raiſe an Idea it had never before convey'd, 
thoſe who thought they diſcovered an Ad- 


vantage in uſing it for ſuch Purpoſe, would 
have done well to have fignified what they 
intended it ſhould import. If by ſuppoſing 
the Colonies virtually repreſented in Par- 
liament, by the Members of the Britiſi 
Parliament is meant, that all or any of the 
Members of that Parliament are choſen by, 
or derive their Authority directly or indi- 

rectly, 


N r 
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ectly, in the Whole or in Part, from all 
he Colonies or any one of them, the Sup- 
Poſition is not true; and if it is intended to 
ſignify any thing leſs, it cannot be of the 
Feaſt Aid in ſupporting an Opinion, that the 
Tolonies are by any Means, or in any Man- 
per whatever, repreſented in Parliament, 
and can only be regarded as an Expletive. 
That the People of England virtually conſent 
to an Act of Parliament may well enough 
ſignify that the Members by whoſe Conſent 
uch Act was paſſed, were choſen by and 
Werived their Authority from the People of 
England: But to ſay that the People of 
America content to an Act paſſed by the Mem- 
bers of the Britiſp Parliament, who are not 
choſen by them, nor derive any Authority 
from them, is a Paradox too profound to be 
rendered intelligible by the Word visTvu- 
ru. 


Let a Britiſh Freeholder be ſeriouſly told, 
that he is virtually repreſented in an American 
3 Aſſembly, by the Members of that Aſſem- 
bly, not one of whom had ever received 
any kind of Authority from him he will 
have no Doubt that his Underſtanding is in- 
ſulted, and yet the Myſtery is not greater in 
Zone Caſe, than in the other. As to the 
| Re- 
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_ the other, It being then evident, that the 


Repreſentation by the Provincial Agents, it 


were not repreſented, by which Statute they 


( 22] 


may ſuffice to obſerve, that they are no 
ſolely choſen by the People, the Concur. 
rence of the Governor and Council being 
neceſſary to their Appointment : And beſides] 
not having the Privilege of voting or debat. 
ing in Parliament, there is as little and there 

ſeems no Neceſſity for ſaying leſs Reaſon for 
a Suppoſition of this Reprefentation, than © 


Colonies are in no manner repreſented in| 
Parliament, and as their Inhabitants, from 
being born under the Legeance and Obe-} 
dience of the fame King, are entitled to the 
Privileges of other Britiſh Subjects, it may. 
not be improper to conſider in what Light af 
Statute would appear to the People of Bri- C 
tain, made by an Authority, in which tier 


ſhould be taxed, and ſubjected to Triade 
not known to the common Law : Although 
ſuch a Statute were made by an Aſſembly . 
ever ſo numerous, conſiſting of Ferſonages fle 
of the higheſt Character, and moſt eminent 9 
Rank, it could not miſs being regarded as Hf 
an Infringement of the Peoples Rights, and n 


ſuch an one as deſtroyed the very Foundation 


of all Liberty; and there could not be a 
Doubt, but that ſuch a Law ſo made and 
carried 


1231 
ied into Execution, would reduce the 
lation to what might, with great Truth 
nd Propriety, be called a State of Slavery 
F it is impoſſible then, to diſtinguiſh in 
deſpect to Liberty, the State of Britain, 
nder the Operation of ſuch a Law ſo enact- 
d, from the State of America, if the Stamp 
ct be carried into Execution, and I ſee no 
ay of differencing the two Caſes, the Co- 
niſts ſeem to have great Reaſon for think- 
g that Act cannot operate conſiſtently with 
ch Privileges, as of Right ought not to be 
Aken from them: Thoſe People, who fiom 
Wheir firſt Settlement, have been almoſt con- 
inually wading in Blood, in Defence of 
Britiſh Rights, and for the Preſervation and 
Extenſion of Britiſb Dominion, cannot diſ- 
l over a Difference between the Liberty of 
he Subject in Britain, and that of the Hri- 
Subject in America : And as the fame 
auſes are known to produce the ſame Ef- 
19 Fects in ſimilar Caſes, I do not apprehend 
« here is a Poſſibility of convincing them, 
bat any Method of Legiſlation, which if e- 
So ſtabliſhed in Britain, would enſlave the Na- 
tion, can be introduced for the Government 
| Pr the Colonies, that would not deprive 
hem of their Freedom. 
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_ the enforcing the Stamp Act is neceſſary 


all Events, be drawn into a Diſpute, relative tc 


Power, to the Reaſons, why I think it can- 
not conſiſt with the Subjects Liberty, and 


Rights of the Subject, and there ſeems no 


me OW OY 
It has indeed been inſiſted by ſome, th 


in order to ſupport the Power of Parliament 
I do not ſce why the extenſive Power o 
that eminent and reſpectable Body, ſhould a 


the Propriety of a Statute, or its Conſiſtency 
or Inconſiſtency with the Rights of the Sub] | 
ject: Whatever Boundary there may be tl 
the Power of Parliament, it is not eaſily ach 
fined, the Law relative thereto being ex 
tremely abſtruſe, according to an Expreſſion | 
of Lord Coke, Paucis cognita ; on the othel 
Hand, the Rights of the Subject, as they are 
freely enjoyed in Britain, ſo are they generally 
well underſtood ; I have therefore, in what! 
I have offered, relative to the Act for the 
Stamp Duty, confined myſelf, without en- \ 
tering into the Doctrine of Farlamentary iſ „ 


why, if carried into Execution, it will hell 
Conſequences detrimental to the Intereſt of 
Britain, as well as to that of America. 


If the Parliament ſhall be of Opinion, 
that the Act in Queſtion is ſubverſive of the 


Way 
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Way of ſhewin g, that a People governed 
by Laws made without their Conſent, can 
be free. And if it ſhall alſo be thought, 
that the Aſſemblies of the different Provin- 
ces, are the beſt capable of Judging 1 in what 
manner Taxes may be raiſed in thoſe Pro- 
vinces reſpectively, with the greateſt Eaſe 
to their Conſtituents : Of which there cer- 
| tainly can be no Doubt. If the Colonies 
have, with the greateſt Chearfulneſs, hi- 
therto in their Aſſemblies, raiſed the ordi- 
| nary and extraordinary Supplies of Govern- 
ment, in Peace and War ; which their Acts 
and Journals will abundantly teſtify. If the 
Provincials have, in all the Americon Wars, 
been as free of their Perſons as of their Purſes, 
not only on the American Continent, but in 
the Iſlands, where the Flower of their Youth 
has been expended in the Cauſe of Britain, 
in which they could have had no Intereſt 
but hers; which is well known to thoſe 
who have been in theſe Wars, or are ac- 
quainted with their Hiſtory. If a parallel Con- 
duct may be expected from them, ſhould 
the Intereſt of Britain require it hereafter; 
which their known Loyalty and Attach- 
ment put paſt a Doubt. If it is evident 
that the Act in Queſtion, will in its Conſe- 
| D quences 
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0 1 be detrimental to the Träde and 
\ 1 andlattures. of Einf land';, of which; you, 
\ Gentlemen, n, are by 12 the beſt Judges. 
| And tatly, g if the Libere) and Freedom of 
the Peopl e, now refiding in Britain, will 
be leſſened and diminiſhed in its Value, by 

a Subverfi ion of Liberty in America, which 
ſeems a certain Conſequence, if the Privi- 
lege of a Briton, like all other Priviteges, is 
of greater or leſſer Eſtimation, in Proportion 

as it 15. enlarge or contracted. On theſe, 
and other Confiderations, which may occur, 
without entering into a particulat Diſq uiſi- 
tion, relative to the Boundary of * 
tary Power, the People of Britain, as well 
as thoſe in America, may have Reaſon to 


hope for 4 Repeal of the Law. 


I bes 9 Leave, Gentlemen, to take Notice 
ot uber Ras been urged againſt the Expe- 
diency of repealing the Act in Queſtion, 
from à Suppoſition, that the Continent vf 
Abnerica ought fo be regarded as in a State of 
Rebellion, from the Riots and Diſturbances 
which have there happened, fabſequent th 
the Enactment of that Law : It has beef 
contended, that whatever Rights the People 
theretofore had, they are all forfeited by 


thaſe 
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ofe Commotions and Inſurrections. The 
eakneſs and Fallacy of this kind of Rea- 
ning, will obvioufly appear, when it is 


that the Innocent ought not to ſuffer for 
the Crimes of the Guilty.” There is no 
ountry which has long enjoyed Freedom, 
which the publick Tranquility has not, at 
F'imes, been interrupted by the Licentiouſ- 
Ess of ſome diſorderly Members of the 
ommunity: As there is no temporal En- 
nent that is not accompanied with, or 
lowed by ſomething that renders it incom- 
ete; this Inconvenience ſeems to be a diſ- 
precable Condition, annexed to Liberty, 
d a Tax paid for its Enjoyment ; but that 
e Whole ſhould ſuffer for the Delinquen- 
of a Few, is equally unjuſt and abſurd. 
Ihe Loyalty of the City of Edinburgh was 
Wot queſtioned, on Account of the Mob 
hich hanged Captain Portecus, nor did the 
furrection of the Spital-Fields Weavers, re- 
cd the leaſt Suſpicion on the loyal City of 
Wordn; And yet the Conduct of neither of 
ole Mobs can be juſtihed, more than that 
Fi thoſe in America, and there ſeems no 
eaſon why the Colonies ſhould be involved 


in 


poſed by a Maxim univerſally received, 
d which never can be rejected, namely, 


——— = 


| -[ 28 ] | 
in the. Guilt of the American Mobs, mc 
than that either of theſe Cities ſhould | 
chargeable with Inſurrections, within the; 


PI 


In the Variety of Matter that has bed 


, 


collected in Prejudice of the America 


Cauſe, which I have endeavoured to ſhe 
and believe to be the Cauſe of Britain all 
Some have pretended to have diſcovered 
Spirit of Contempt to the ſupreme Power if 
the Realm, in the Repreſentations from d 
Colonies, on the Subject of the Stamp Ad 
And as an implicit Obedience is due to eve 
Act of Parliament, it has been alledget 
that in Place of giving any Attention to tho 
Applications, they ought to be treated 
puniſhable Acts of Diſobedience. Whoen 
can be prevailed on to think in this Manne 
would do well to confider, that there is n 
thing new in the repealing an Act of Par 
ament, when it is diſcovered, that it is n 
likely to produce the good Effects whi 
had been expected from it, and that f 
Conſequence which a Statute has had, 
probably will have, cannot be ſo wc 
_ known by any other Means, as by Rt 
monſtrances from the People immediate 

affects 


| 29 1 
Feted by it. Were the People of Britain 
> foreſee, Ile the Act in Queſtion would in 
Operation greatly-injure their Intereſt, it 


be. reach of Duty in them, to apply for a Re- 
i, MWcal of it; and if fo, the People of America 


pho are to be immediately affeQed by its 
Dperation, if it is permitted to operate, may 
ndoubtedly expect the ſame Indulgence ; 
ind though the Lieutenant Governor of 


new what they were, I have no Apprehen- 
ſion, that any dutiful Repreſentations they 
may make, will be refuſed the Attention 
which their Importance may merit, much 
leſs that they will be regarded as puniſhable 
Acts of Diſobedience. An unnatural Pa- 
rent may whip a Child till it cries, and then 
whip it for crying, but the national Juſtice 


lonies to fear a n Conduct in the Mo- 
ther Country. 


The Objections to the Ri ohts claimed by 


ould not be thought any Impropriety, or + 


ew York was pleaſed to pronounce with 
e Air of Infallibility o of a Roman Pontiff, 
t the Proceedings of the Provincial Com- - 
miſſioners were unconſtitutional, before he 


of Britain, will not permit the Infant Co- 


the Frovinces, will, I pelie, Genflemen, 
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OConſideration, together with-the I aportar 
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ee * and ſoveral of "a 
tritial, but trivial as they art, In treating 
thaſe Rights, it might have ſeemed an 
miſſion not to have anfiverad them, hid 
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of the Sübject, I hope will in ſome pr 
apologize for the Length-to whith they ha 
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ES 2 NE WEI 9 22100 
P. 4, I. 5, leave out the Word be. . 1262 
P. 9, I. 5, inftead of impraib!e read impratticabu, 
B. 13, I. 24, initcad of Irertituds read [ncertitude. 
P. 15 and 16, ' inſtead of xm 0 Grecias. 88 4 
F. 16, J. 6, inſtead of Pare read Pari. % oe! 

The lame Page, 1. 9, inſtead of Mat ricibus read 2 
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